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SUBJECT:  TAJIKISTAN:  LAB  TESTS  CONFIRM  STILL  NO  AVIAN  FLU 

I. 1 . Although  the  media  have  reported  an  increased  number  of  bird 
deaths  in  Tajikistan,  lab  tests  confirm  the  dead  birds  were  not 
afflicted  by  avian  influenza.  On  April  4,  the  State 
Veterinarian  Service  revealed  that  the  most  recent  tests  of 
pigeons  and  other  dead  birds  in  Dushanbe  were  negative  for  avian 
influenza.  The  birds  were  collected  from  the  grounds  of  the 
Tajik  Transport  Institute  in  Dushanbe.  Although  officials  could 
not  explain  the  exact  cause  of  death,  they  suggested  the  birds 
could  have  died  from  radiation  due  to  the  large  number  of 
satellite  dishes  on  rooftops. 

J. 2 . In  mid-March,  a group  of  Tajik  officials  headed  by  Chief  of 
the  State  Veterinary  Services,  Mulujon  Amirbekov  visited  the 
Tigrovaya  Balka  nature  preserve  and  the  nearby  towns  of 
Kumsanghir  and  Jilikul  in  southern  Tajikistan  to  collect  13 
blood  samples  from  poultry  in  ten  households.  They  also  took 
samples  from  poultry  at  the  Russian  Military's  201  division 
site.  Veterinary  Department  officials  explain  these  poultry 
deaths  are  due  to  Newcastle  disease.  Birds  in  the  same  region, 
vaccinated  against  Newcastle  disease  did  not  die.  The  region 
borders  Afghanistan  where  incidents  of  avian  influenza  have  been 
reported  and  the  media  speculated  poultry  in  the  region  have 
been  dying  because  of  avian  influenza.  At  the  opposite  end  of 
the  country,  officials  have  collected  600  samples  from  birds  in 
the  northern  Sughd  region  and  are  awaiting  test  results. 

1.3.  COMMENT:  According  to  worrisome  media  reports,  there  has 

been  a marked  increase  in  bird  deaths,  and  ill-informed 
speculations  such  as  "death  by  satellite-dish  radiation"  are  not 
satisfactory  or  adequate.  Given  that  Tajikistan's  neighbors, 
Afghanistan  and  China,  have  reported  incidents  of  avian 
influenza,  the  possibility  remains  high  that  avian  influenza 
could  reach  - or  has  reached  - Tajikistan.  The  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  and  the  World  Health  Organization 
continue  to  work  with  the  Tajik  government  to  monitor  potential 
avian  influenza.  The  media  actively  reports  on  potential  cases, 
and  the  government  appears  proactive  in  collecting  samples  for 


testing,  but  continued  observation  from  international 
organizations  is  needed  to  ensure  that  the  government  does  not 
attempt  to  cover  up  an  outbreak  as  they  may  have  done  with  last 
summer's  outbreak  of  "acute  waterborne  diarrhea."  END  COMMENT. 
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